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all products of the Evangelical Movement; and so also were
the noble band of Nonconformists, particularly Quakers,
who rendered them valiant support. The crusade, too, was
conducted in the language neither of economics nor
politics, but of religion. Again, in tracing the pioneer move-
ments for popular education, the same influence is patent.
Green says, the Sunday-school marked "the beginning of
popular education55.1 But whence came the inspiration of
that world-stirring institution? The impulse behind Wesley,
Hannah More and Robert Raikes, its chief founders, is too
well known to need comment; while as for its army of
teachers, they all had drunk at the same fountain-head. Then,
too, the British and Foreign School Society and the National
School Society, representing Nonconformity and Church of
England, and founded respectively by Joseph Lancaster and
Dr. Bell, were avowed by-products of the same spiritual
succession; while, again, the most romantic, courageous and
heroic of all forerunners of national education sprang from
the same parent stem; for the Ragged School Union, which
inspired hundreds of paid and thousands of voluntary
teachers, Bible in hand, to work daily among the outcasts
and criminals of our great cities, owed everything to the
religious spirit. Lord Shaftesbury and all his Ragged School
colleagues, including such noble characters as Quintin
Hogg, Lord Aberdeen, Dr. Guthrie, Professor Leoni Levi,
George Holland, the Baroness Burdett-Coutts and Dr.
Barnardo were Evangelical zealots to the bone.
The hard-fought campaigns to humanize the prison
system and the penal code are equally suggestive. John
Howard and Elizabeth Fry were zealous Nonconformists;
the former was a devoted friend of Wesley, and both were
thoroughgoing "Enthusiasts". A study of John Howard's
book, The State of the Prisons in England and Wales (1774),
and of Mrs. Fry's Life by her daughters, will remove any
doubt as to the inspiration of prison reform. In the case
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